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INTRODUCTION
These messages on Basic Bible Doctrine were
originally preached in the evening services of
the Church of the Open Door in downtown, Los
Angeles. Later, they were edited for release on
our daily radio broadcast. This booklet was
prepared to help radio listeners study with us
on our daily broadcast.
The series is divided into two parts. The
first part contains the doctrine of God, the
Bible and man. Part 2 will cover the rest of
basic Bible doctrine.
Many believers today are Biblical illiter
ates. They do not know what they believe, or
why. In this day when so many false ideas are
influencing so many people, it is imperative
that we know what the Bible teaches and where
to; ind it. This series is designed to help
believers discover the basic truths of Bible
doctrine.
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The messages, as originally preached at
the Church of the Open Door, are available on
tape in two cassette albums. Or, you may order
individual tapes if you desire. There is an
order form at the back of this booklet for your
convenience. It wi 11 give you comp 1ete i nfor
mat ion on how to order.
May the Lord use this booklet to help us
clarify what He teaches in His Word about basic
Bible doctrine.
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View of You

HOW TO KNOW THERE IS A GOD
How do you know there is a God? That ques
tion has a way of bumping into our brain. The
intellectual type challenges us with, 11 1 believe
in facts, not fantasy. You can't prove there is
a God. 11 A friend or factory worker may flirt
with the questior. . During a time of tragedy or
when there is no answer to prayer, even Chris
tians wonder if it is not all a dream. Maybe
we'll wake up and discover there is nothing
there. So let me ask, Is it reasonable to
believe that God exists?
Frankly, the Bible does not try to prove
that God exists. It assumes that He exists
(cf. Gen. 1:1). Furthermore, we cannot prove
that there is a God--at least in the scientific
sense of the term. The reason is simple. Sci
entific proof demands that something be re
peatable. God is not a repeatable experiment.
Some things are beyond scientific proof.
I cannot scientifically prove that George Wash
ington 1 ived, for example. He is not repeat
able. But we can marshal! arguments that sup
port the belief in His existence. That is, we
can construct a theory, offer evidence and
reach a verdict that is reasonable. In follow
ing such a procedure we can suggest that there
is a God. Now, what is the evidence?
I.

Creation is evidence that God exists.
A.

The cosmological argument.
Romans 1:20 says that the invisi
ble things from Him from the creation
of the world are clearly seen. That
is, the creation reveals a creator.
look at the world. You see a sun,
-1-

B.

stars, the sea, the moon, mountains,
and a man. That indicates there is a
sun-maker, a star-maker, a sea-maker,
a moon-maker, a mountain-maker and a
man-maker.

In this cold, all forms of animal 1 ife,
including human 1 ife, would perish. The
waters of the earth would freeze to
such depths even the lowest forms of
1 ife would be extinguished.

Theologians call this the cosmo
logical argument for the existence of
God. The argument hinges on cause.
It goes 1 ike this: everything has a
cause, and therefore, the world must
have a cause. Aristotle was one of
the first to use the argument of
cause for the existence of God.

On the other hand, it is also
estimated that if the diameter of the
earth were any greater (even in inches),
the air would become correspondingly
dense. Under this condition, more
solar heat would be absorbed and
retained which would make 1 ife insuf
ferable. The design of the earth is
truly amazing.

The teleological argument.
Romans 1:20 also says that even
His eternal power and Godhead can be
seen. The Greek word translated "God
head" means "divine nature." In other
words, by looking closely and care
fully at creation, we can not only
tell there is a Creator, but we can
learn some things about Him, e.g.,
that He has power, or that the design
in the universe indicates a designer.
Theologians cal 1 this the teleo
logical argument for the existence of
God. They say that there is design
and purpose in the creation. That
indicates that there is a God and
that He has intelligence.
Scientists estimate that were
the diameter of the earth any shorter,
the density of the atmospheric blanket
would be rarefied. The air would be
so thin that in the absence of direct
sunlight, sufficient heat could not be
retained, resulting in intense cold.
-2-

I I.

Conscience is evidence that God exists.
A.

All have a conscience.
Romans 2:15 says, "Their conscience
also bearing witness, and between them
selves their thoughts accusing or else
excusing them ••• 11 (NKJV). This verse
talks about three parts of man: his
heart, his conscience and his thoughts.
The law is written on the heart.
The conscience bears witness of that
law and the mind either accuses or ex
cuses the actions and thoughts of the
individual. It is as if the heart is
the statute book in a courtroom, the
conscience is the witness, and the mind
is either the district attorney or the
defense attorney. God, of course, is
the Judge.
The conscience is the "oughtness"
in man.
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B.

Conscience is evidence that there is
a God.
Theologians call this the moral
argument for the existence of God.
They say that the conscience says,
"Thou shalt" and "Thou shalt not;"
11 1 ought 11 and II I ought not. 11
These
mandates are self-imposed. They
imply the existence of a moral gover
nor to whom we are responsible. Im
manuel Kant, the famous philosopher,
felt that this was the strongest argu
ment for God's existence.

I I I.

What is his proof, his evidence? I submit that
Christianity has much evidence and that an athe
ist really has none. As a matter of fact,
Atheism is illogical, for there is a law of
logic which says that a universal negative can't
be proven, and atheism is a universal negative.

The covenant is evidence that God exists.
A.

The Jews were given the Word of God.
Romans 3:1 ,2 says that the Jews
were given the Word of God. God's
covenant, i.e., the Bible, is an evi
dence of His existence.
This kind of evidence rests on
testimony, but the issue is the trust
worthiness of the testimony. In the
case of the Bible, it has been proven
accurate and reliable, in the areas
where we can test it, over and over
again.

Conclusion:
There is evidence that there is a God:
creation, conscience and His covenant, as
recorded in the Bible.
But someone will insist: "You can't prove
that God exists." In the final analysis, you
must take it by faith. Technically, the ob
jector is right. I would only add that an
atheist has to take atheism by faith, too.

-4-
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WHAT IS GOD LIKE?

Part 1

The vast majority of the people in the
world believe there is a God. A world-wide
survey, conducted by the Gallup Poll, indicated
that in some countries as high as 98% of the
people believed in God's existence. But when
it gets down to specifics, there is a vast
difference. Some define God as a force or
power. Others go to the opposite extreme and
describe God as an image, a statue or an idol.
Just exactly what is God like?
I.

God is a person.
A.

not an idol, but that He is a person.
Verse 10 refers to Him as the true
and living God.
One theologian contends that it
is of the greatest importance to
maintain the personality of God, for
without it there can be no prayer,
no communion, no trustful alliance,
and no confident hope.
I I•

God i s a s p i r i t.
A.

The second basic thing we need
to know about God is that He is a
spirit. In John 4:24, Jesus told the
Samaritan woman, "God is Spirit, and
those who worship Him must worship in
spirit and in truth."

God's person.
God is a person. He is not a
force, influence or power. He is a
person.
Theologians define a "person" as
a being which has a mind, emotions,
and a will. The Bible presents God
as He is--a person. In Genesis 1 He
creates. That obviously takes a mind
and will. In Genesis 3 He communi
cates. That, too, takes a mind and
a will. In Genesis 6:5-7 we are told
that He repents (i.e., His mind),
that He grieves (i.e., part of His
emotions), and He that He chooses
(exercising His will).

B.

God is not a thing.
If God is a person, then He is
obviously not "a thing." Jeremiah
10:1-16 underscores His personhood.
In the process of doing that, Jere
miah argues forcefully that God is

-6-

God is a spirit.

B.

Spirits do not have bodies.
Luke 24:39 tells us that spirits
do not have flesh and bone, that is,
a body. So when we say that God is
spirit, it means that God the Father
does not have a body. Another way to
say this is that God is invisible
(cf. Col. 1:15, Heb. 11:27). God the
Father has nothing of a material or
bodily nature.

c.

The "body" language does not mean that
God has a body.
The problem is that the Bible
constantly refers to God in such a
way as to indicate that He has a
body. For example, Isaiah 59:1 talks
about His hand and His ear. Doesn't

-7-

that prove that God has a body?
The answer is 11 No. 11 Granted,
the Bible says that God has hands,
feet, arms, eyes and ears; that He
sees, feels, hears and walks, but that
does not mean that He has a body.
Such expressions are human expressions
used to bring the infinite within the
comprehension of the finite. In other
words, it is figurative language. The
theo 1og i ans ca 11 these "an th ropomo r
ph isms."

Conclusion:
God is an eternal spiritual person. As a
person, you can know Him. Because Ue is spirit
ua 1, you cannot know Him by physical means, but
in a spiritual sense. In that He is eternal,
you can know Him forever.
An impersonal knowledge of God is 1 ike the
tail feathers of a peacock: highly ornamental,
but not of much use in a high wind.

It is obvious that the Bible does
not mean for us to carry these figures
too far, for it tells us that "under
His wings you shal 1 take refuge" (Ps.
91:4), but obviously the Bible does
not mean that God has wings 1 ike a
bird. Jesus said, "I am the door,"
but no one understands Him to mean
that He is made of wood.
Ill.

God is an eternal spiritual person.
A.

God is eterna 1.
The next basic thing we need to
know about God is that He is eternal
(cf. I Tim. 1:17). The word "eternal"
is used in two senses in the Bible:
figuratively, i.e., an existence which
has a beginning, but will have no end.
Angels, and all humans are in this
category. The other way "eternal" is
used in the Bible is literally, i.e.,
an existence which has neither a
beginning nor end. God is in that
category (cf. Ps. 90:2).

-8-
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WHAT IS GOD LIKE?

In short, He is the boss.

Part 2

I Chron.

29:11,12 says that He is head above

all and that He reigns above all.
Funny, isn't it, how you can know someone
and yet not know them. That's the way it is
between many Christians and their father, that
is, their heavenly Father.
When someone asks me, "What is your father
really 1 ike7 11 I give them a 1 ist of character
istics. For example, he was hard-working, gen
erous and had a sense of humor. Now when you
ask, ''What is God like?" You will get a list
of characteristics. Theologians call this 1 ist
"attributes." For example, God is sovereign,
omnipresent, immutable, righteous, loving, etc.
Theologians divide the long list of God's
characteristics, or attributes. Several dif
ferent types of divisions have been tried. The
most common distinction is between the incom
municable and communicable attributes. Incom
municable (incapable of being communicated)
means that the characteristic is found in God
alone. There is nothing analogous in man to
communicate to him. Communicable attributes
(having the capacity of being communicated)
means some of God's attributes are found, at
least to a limited degree, in man. Frankly,
all methods of division break down. After all,
we are dealing with God. But because this
division is the most common, I am going to use
it.

I.

Incommunicable attributes.
A.

God is Sovereign.
When theologians say that God is
sovereign, they mean that He is su
preme, that He is the ruler over
everything. He has absolute authority.
-10-

This attribute has at least two
implications. In the first place,
all things belong to Him. Secondly,
He rules as King in the absolute sense
of the word.
B.

God is omnipresent.
"Omni II means a 11. Thus, "omni
present" means ''a 11-present, 11 or
"everywhere present."
Often people respond by asking,
"How can that be?" But remember,
this is an incommunicable attribute.
We cannot communicate it absolutely.
Yet, it is true (cf. Ps. 139:7-12).
Admittedly, this attribute can
be hard to comprehend. For example,
God is a person, and as such, He is
in a place. Matthew 6:9 says, "Our
Father which art in heaven." Yet, He
is a spirit, and as such, He is
everywhere. It is, indeed, a tricky
truth.
Oh well. To just state the
omnipresent side of this truth I
would say that God is everywhere
present. His center is everywhere;
His circumference is nowhere. God
is everywhere; there is no place He
is not.
If you're not sufficiently con
fused yet, let me add that He is not
everywhere present in the same sense
that He is everywhere present. His
presence is a spiritual presence,
-11-

not a material presence, and yet, it
is a real presence. Now maybe you
understand why theologians call this
an incommunicable attribute.
Practically, the omnipresence of
God is a protective truth and a detect
ive truth. It is protrective in that
God can, and is with every believer.
It is a great comfort to know that He
is with us. It is a detective truth
in that we can never escape God. We
can never get out of His sight; we can
never get out of His presence.
C.

God is immutable.
As "mutable" means "capable of
change," so "immutable" means "not
mutable," or "unchangeable" (cf. Mal.
3 :6).
God is perfect, and perfection
does not need to change. A word of
clarification is in order. The immu
tability of God applies to His person
and promises. It does not apply to
His program. He has changed His pro
gram. For example, in the Old Testa
ment His program centered around the
Tabernacle and sacrifices. In the
New Testament he changed that. His
program today is the church.

II.

Communicable attributes.
A.

God is omniscient.
The omnicience of God means that
He knows all things. I John 3:20 says
that very clearly. This includes all
things actual and all things possible
-12-

( cf . Matt. 11 : 21 , 22) •

This is a convicting truth. God
is watching and knows, so we must
beware. But it is also a comforting
truth. God knows and cares, and there
fore, I can relax in Him.
B.

God is omnipotent.
The omnipotence of God means, of
course, that He has all power (Rev.
19:6). To be more precise, we should
define it that God can bring to pass
everything which He wills. This is
the attribute that generates all kinds
of foolish questions, such as, "Could
God sin?" or 11 Could God make a rock
too heavy for Him to 1 ift?"
There are things God cannot do.
The Bible teaches that God cannot sin.
He cannot even be tempted (Jam. 1 :13).
He cannot 1 ie (Heb. 6:18). Nor, can
He deny Himself (II Tim. 2:13).
The truth is that God's attri
butes must be considered together. For
the purposes of study we isolate each
attribute and look at it independently.
But that can be dangerous. God is a
person, not a pile of unrelated attri
butes. So God would not make a stone
He could not lift, even if He could,
because that is not part of His pur
pose. This attribute must be consi
dered in connection with others. Omni
potence is that God can bring to pass
everything which He wills.
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C.

Leviticus 11:44 informs us that
God is holy. If there is a difference
in importance in God's attributes,
then His holiness would occupy first
place. It seems to be the one attri
bute by which He wants to be remem
bered.
The Hebrew word "holy' 1 means "to
set apart." God is set apart from:
(1) His creatures (Isa. 57:15), that
is, He is exalted above His creatures
in infinite majesty; He is transcen
dant. (2) Sin (Deut. 23:14).
But just like health is more than
the absence of disease, so holiness is
more than the absence of sin. It is
also moral perfection and purity. God
is holy and He wants us to be holy.
He is set apart from sin and pure.
likewise, He wants us to be set apart
from sin and pure.
D.

all emotion, passion, personal pre
ference or caprice. It is vindicative,
not vindictive. God is right when He
punishes sin, and according to I John
1:9, He is right when He forgives it.

God i s ho 1y.

God is righteous.
The righteousness of God is
declared in Ezra 9:15. "Righteous"
and 11 just 11 are synonyms in the Bible.
Both in Hebrew and Greek, the words
"righteous" and "just" are the same.

E.

God is gracious.
Psalm 116:5 informs us that God
is gracious. With this ought to go
love, mercy and kindness. All of
these speak of the goodness of God.

Conclusion:
What is God like? Well, His incommunicable
attributes include His sovereignty, His omni
presence and His immutability. His communicable
attributes include His onmiscience, His omni
potence, His holiness, His righteousness and
His graciousness. Many more attributes could
be listed, but these are the major ones.
The real point of all of this is that we
need to know about God. But more important, we
need to know Him. I believe it was John Wesley
who said, "We are given information, not so that
we can understand God, but so we can know God. 11
A little knowledge of God is better than a
great deal of knowledge about Him. When a man
knows God, losses and crosses cease to matter
to him.

The basic idea of righteousness
is conformity to law. God is right
eous because He acts in accordance
with the law; not a law above Him,
but a law within Him. It is the very
nature of God that leads Him to do
what is right. Righteousness is doing
what is right because it is right. As
an attribute of God it is devoid of
-14-
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THE DOCTRINAL MIND-BOGGLER:

THE TRINITY

The doctrine of the Trinity is one of the
most basic, and yet one of the most mind-boggling
doctrines of all. Dr. L.S. Chafer has said that
it is the ''greatest mystery of all revealed
truth. Thomas Jefferson discounted it as "incom
prehensible jargon." Matthew Arnold dismissed it
as a fairy tale. What does the Bible teach
about the Trinity?
I.

What the Bible says.

Let me illustrate. One egg has
three parts: the shell, the white and
the yolk. Likewise, there is one God
who exists in three parts. (The prob
lem with this illustration is that
each part of the egg is made out of a
different substance.)

The Bible teaches that there is
one God (Deut. 3:4; Jam. 2:19), and
yet it says that God exists in three
persons (Matt. 28:19). That is the
problem in a nutshel 1. There is one
God, and yet there are three persons
in the Godhead. How can that be?

H2O is perhaps a better illustra
tion. It can exist as steam, water
and ice. That illustrates the fact
that they are all one in substance.
(But the problem with this illustration
is that there are three parts who are
not part of one.)

Frankly, I do not understand the
Trinity. Nobody does. But then, I
do not have to understand it in order
for it to be true, or for me to
appreciate it. I don't understand
electricity, but I certainly enjoy
and use it.

Let's face it. The Trinity is
really beyond our comprehension.

There is one God who exists in three
persons.
A.

B.

same in substance, but distinct in
subsistence. The real issue is that
all three are the same in substance,
i.e., all three are deity. But they
a re distinct in subsistence, i.e. ,
they are separate persons. And yet
there is only one God. (That's the
part that is impossible to understand.)

What we can do is to define the
Trinity and try to illustrate it.

John Wesley said, "Bring me a
worm that comprehend a man and I '11
show you a man that can comprehend
God. 11 Perhaps the closest we can come
to an illustration would be to have
steam, water and ice all in one tube
at one time.

What the Bible means.

What we can understand is what
the Bible does not mean.

Dr. Ryrie has defined the Trinity
as: "There is only one God, but in
the unity of the Godhead there are
three eternal and coequal persons, the

-16-
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I I.

says, "The Trinity is composed of
three united persons without separate
existence--so completely united as to
form one God. 11

The Trinity is not modal ism or tri-theism.
A.

Modal ism.
One God. Three Persons. On the
surface, these facts seem to contra
dict each other. So the temptation is
to take one truth to the exclusion of
the other. That is what modal ism
does. Modal ism teaches that God is
one, and therefore, not three. Prior
to the birth of Christ, they say that
one God existed in heaven as God the
Father. At the birth of Christ, that
God became the Son. After the ascen
sion, that God came back as the Holy
Spirit. The three persons, according
to this view, are merely three modes
of manifestation successively assumed
by the Godhead. This is not the Bib
lical doctrine of the Trinity. There
is not one God manifesting Himself in
three different ways. The manifesta
tions of the Trinity in the Bible
demonstrate that well. God the Father
spoke from heaven concerning the Son
who was standing in the water as the
Holy Spirit descended on Him. Modal
ism is simply not Bib l i cal .

B.

Tri-theism.
The other error goes to the
other extreme. Tri-theism teaches
that there are three Gods, i.e., three
separate persons in the Godhead. They
think of God the same way as they
think of Peter, James and John--as
three separate individuals.
The persons of the Trinity are
distinct, but are not separate. Chafer

-18-

Let's try another illustration.
A ray of sunshine is composed of three
elements: heat rays (which can be
felt, but not seen); light rays (which
can be seen, but not felt); and chemi
cal rays (which cannot be seen or
felt). All three together make up
the ray of light. Likewise, there is
one God who exists in three distinct,
but not separate, persons.
Remember, no one really fully
understands the Trinity. But if it is
so impossible to understand, why do
we believe it?
I I I.

Christians believe in the Trinity because
the Bible teaches it.
A.

Not because of councils and creeds.
Some say the doctrine of the
Tri n i ty is not in the Bi bl e at a 11 .
The first person to use the term
11Trinity 11 was Tertul l ian, who lived
about 200 A.D. According to them,
the Council of Nicea was the first
official formation of the doctrine
and that was 325 A.D. So they say it
is the doctrine of men and not of God.
Granted, the word "Trinity" is
not in the Bible (neither is the word
"rapture"), but the idea is. Granted,
the Council of Nicea was the first
official formation of the doctrine in
church history, but the idea was in-
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the Bible long before that.
B.

The New Testament clearly teaches the
Trinity.
There are at least four indica
tions of the Trinity in the New Testa
ment: (1) in Matthew 28: 19, each
member of the Trinity is recognized
as God; (2) in Matthew 3:16,17, the
baptism of Christ reveals the Trinity
in that the Father speaks from heaven,
the Son stands in the Jordan and the
Spirit descends in the form of a dove·
(3) the statements of Christ reveal '
the Trinity (e.g., cf. John 14:16);
(4) the benediction of Paul is another
indication of the Trinity (cf. 11 Cor.
13:14). The benediction of Paul does
~ say, "The grace of Jesus Christ,
the love of Brother Brown, and the
communion of Sister Smith.''

C.

The Old Testament implies the doctrine
of the Trinity.
Is the doctrine of the Trinity in
the Old Testament? The Jews would
say, "No, not at all." Some protes
tants would go so far as to say, "Com
pletely." Both are mistaken. We must
not disregard the progressive nature
of God's revelation. While the doc
trine of the Trinity is not completely
revealed in the Old Testament, it is
imp 1 i ed.
The doctrine of the Trinity is
implied in the Old Testament in at
least four ways: (1) by the plural
word for "God" (Gen. 1:1). In Hebrew,
-20-

there is a singular, a dual and a
plural. The word for God is in the
plural, indicating at least three.
(2) by the personal pronoun (Gen.
1:26). When God said, "Let us make
man in our image," He could not have
been talking to the angels, because
verse 27 says, 11 God created man in His
own image." (3) by the term, "the
Spirit of God" (Gen. 1:2). (4) by the
term, 1 1 the ange 1 of the Lord" (Gen.
16 : 7). The "angel of the Lord" is not
an angel, but clearly God (cf. Gen.
16:13). Here, the angel of the Lord
is identified with God. In other
passages he is distinguished from
Him (cf. Judg.13:16).
There are other indications of
the Trinity in the Old Testament.
For example, when Isaiah saw the Lord
the angels around him cried , "Holy ,
holy, holy." Then the Lord asked
"Who will go for us?" (cf. Isa. 6;3-8).
These are not proofs. They are only
indications, but after the floodlight
of the New Testament revelation ,
believers begin to see and understand
the lesser light of the Old Testament
on this doctrine.
Conclusion:
The Bible reveals that there is one God
who exists in three persons. We are forced to
admit that we do not comprehend this threeness
in oneness that is oneness in threeness.
Frankly, we believe it, not because we figured
it out by human reason, but because we found it
in divine revelation. Chafer said, " ••• no
-21-

infinte mind has ever comprehended how three
persons may form but one essence."
Do not let the fact that we do not under
stand the nature of God bother you. No one
really understands the nature of man, either.
Psychiatrists and psychologists differ among
themselves as to man's nature. For that
matter, how many men have looked at their
wives and said, "Oh, I'll never understand
you." If man cannot understand man, how can
we expect man to ever understand God?
While we do not fully comprehend the
doctrine of the Trinity, we must know these
basic truths of that doctrine so as to be
protected from false doctrine and to help us
praise our Trinitarian God.

WHAT KIND OF A FATHER IS GOD?
We pray, "Our Father, who art in heaven,"
but what do we really mean by that? Who is He
the father of, and what kind of father is He?
We get our image of father from our human
father. That can be good, or it can be bad.
If you had a good human father, you probably
have a healthy image of your heavenly father.
But if, on the other hand, you had a bad exper
ience with you human father, you might have all
kinds of misconceptions concerning your heaven
ly father. What kind of a father is God?
I.

God is a Father in four different senses.
A.

God is the Father of Jesus Christ.
God is the Father of
(Eph. 3:14). At Christ's
God spoke from heaven and
is my beloved Son" (Matt.

Jesus Christ.
baptism,
said, "This
3:17).

To say that God is the Father of
Christ sounds 1 ike God lived a long
time and had a Son--Christ. If that
is true, then there was a time when
Christ was not. He would be a created
being, and not God. The answer to
this apparent problem is that God is
an eternal Father (Isa. 9:6). To be
an eternal Father, He must have an
ete rna 1 Son.
B.

God is the Father of creation.
There is a sense in which God is
the Father of all creation. I Cor.
8:6 says that He is the Father "of
whom are all things." In Greek, the
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of 11 means "out of. 11 In other words,
God is the source of the whole uni
verse. This does not mean that the
other members of the Trinity did not
participate in creation. It just indi
cates that God the Father was in
volved.

D.

11

In a sense, then, the Bible
teaches the universal Father-hood of
God. God is the creator of al 1 crea
tion and all creatures. All things,
and all 1 iving creatures, owe their
origin to Him. This does not justify,
however, the misuse of this doctrine
by the 1 iberal theologians who use it
to teach universal salvation, or that
God is everyman's Father in the spir
i tua 1 sense of the term. It is one
thing to be God's creation. It is
another thing to be God's child (cf.
John 1 : 10-1 2) .
C.

Those who trust Christ as Savior
are children of God by adoption and
generation (Gal. 3:26). We are born
{again) into God's family. All
humans are God's creatures, but only
those who trust in Christ are God's
chi 1d ren.
I I.

God is a loving Father who provides, pro
tects, and punishes His spiritual child
ren.
A.

This does not mean that all the
Jews in ancient Israel were regener
ate. They were not. Somewhere be
tween creation and regeneration God
had a unique relationship with Israel.
He chose to express it by the figure
of father and son.
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God is a loving Father.
God is love (I John 4:8). He
loved the whole world (John 3:16).
The proof of His love is that He gave
His Son to die for our sins (Rom.
5: 8).

8.

God is the Father of Israel.
God is the Father of Israel (Ex.
4:22). This is more than merely
being their Creator. In Exodus 4
God said that Israel was His Son, and
by implication, Egypt was not.

God is the Father of Christians.

God provides for His own.
Matthew 6:25-30 teaches that God
provides for us physically. He also
provides for us spiritually (cf. Eph.
1:4, Col. 2:10). In Christ we have
all we need to live godly lives.

C.

God protects His own.
As a loving Father, He not only
provides, but He also protects (cf.
Jude 24, John 17:15). As we keep
ourselves in the love of God, He pro
tects us from Satan and sin.

D.

God punishes His own.
As a loving Father, He not only
provides and protects, He punishes
as well (Heb. 12:5-7). Punish may be
-25-

too strong a word here.
more like discipline.

The idea is

Conclusion:
God is a Father in the sense that He is a
Father to Christ, all creation, Israel, and
especially, believers. As such, He is a loving
Father who provides, protects, and even disci
plines His spiritual children. We must make
sure that we get our concept of God the Father
from the Scripture, and not from our experience
with our earthly father.

THE WORLD'S MOST INTRIGUING PERSON
Jesus Christ has got to be the world's most
intriguing person. An unknown author has said ,
11 1 am far within
the mark when I say that all
the armies that have ever marched, and al 1 the
navies that have ever sailed, and all the par
liaments that have ever sat, and all the kings
that have ever reigned put together have not
affected the 1 ife of man upon the earth as has
that one, Solitary Life. 11 What does the Bible
teach about the person of Jesus Christ? Doc
trinally, this area is usually divided into two
parts: His person and His work.
I.

Jesus Christ is the God-man.
A.

Jesus Christ is God.
It shocks some people to hear
that Jesus Christ is God. They refer
to Him as the Son of God, which is
perfectly proper, but they forget
that He is nonetheless God.
The Bible teaches that by direct
statement. Isaiah 7:14 calls Him,
"lnwnanuel ," which means, "God with
us. 11 In Isaiah 9:6,7, He is called,
"the Mighty God." John 1:1 says,
"the Word was God." Verse 14 of that
same chapter says, "And the Word
dwelt among us. 11 Many other verses
could be added.
There are indirect statements
that indicate the deity of Christ.
His titles, "the Son of God" (John
5:25), "the Alpha and Omega" (Rev.
1:5-8, cf. Rev. 22:12,13,20), and
"the First and Last" (Isa. 41 :4,
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Rev. 1 : 7) indicate His deity. Divine
attributes such as omnipotence (Matt.
28:18), omniscience (John 2:24), etc.,
are attributed to Him. He is also
involved in divine activities such as
creation (John 1:3) and forgiveness
(Luke 7:48).
B.

tion, redemption and reconciliation.
Christ was our substitute (Isa.
As such He was the propitia
tion for our sins, which means that He
satisfied the just demand of God that
death be paid for sin (I John 2:2).
His death was also a redemption in
that He bought us back from the slave
market of sin so that we could be set
free (Tit. 2:14). His death also
reconciled us to God (Rom. 5:10).

53:6).

Jesus Christ was a man.
The Bible also teaches that Jesus
Christ was very man of very man. He
was born of a woman (Matt. 1: 18, Gal.
4:4), grew as a child (Luke 2:40,52).
He had human needs such as hunger,
thirst and sleep. One of His very
titles indicates His humanity. He is
cal led "the Son of Man" (Luke 19: 10).

I I.

Substitution is Christ-ward, re
demption is sin-ward, reconciliation
is man-ward. Christ died as our sub
stitute, God is satisfied, sin is
paid for and man is reconciled. Or,
to put it all very simply, Christ
died in our place to pay for our sin
so that we could have a relationship
with God.

Jesus Christ died and arose.
A.

Jesus Christ died.
The death of Christ is the single
most important thing He did. It is
said that one out of every forty-four
verses in the New Testament deals with
this theme, and that the death of
Christ is mentioned in al 1, 175 times.
When you add to these the figures,
types and symbols of the Old Testa
ment, you have some idea of the impor
tant place which this doctrine occu
pies in the Bible.
What was the death of Christ all
about? In one sentence it could be
said that He became our substitute to
pay for our sin so that we could have
a relationship with God. Doctrinally,
that includes substitution, satisfac-28-

B.

Jesus Christ arose.
The resurrection of Christ is as
important as His death. It is spoken
of more than 100 times in the New Tes
tament. But more important, Paul
says that if Christ did not rise from
the dead, then Christianity is of no
account; we are still in our sins.
Christianity is the only reli
gion that bases it's claim on the
resurrection of its founder. All
other religions say, "Come visit the
tomb of our founder." Christianity
says, "Our tomb is empty."
The resurrection of Christ
accomplishes many things, including
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pardon for our sin and the power for
Christian 1 iving.
Conclusion:
Jesus Christ is the world 1 s most intriguing
person in that He is God, and yet a man; in that
He died, and yet He 1 ives. This, of course, is
only the beginning. Much more could be said
about this intriguing person. The wonderful
thing is that we can know Him in a personal and
intimate way when we trust Him as our Savior.

LIFE WITH A POWER ASSIST
God has given us the Holy Spirit to--among
other things--assist us in the Christian 1 ife.
Jesus said to the apostles, 11 Ye shall receive
power, after that the Holy Ghost is come upon
you: and ye sha 11 be witnesses unto Me 11 (Acts
1:8a). The Christian life is a life with a
power ass i st !
Yet today the Biblical teaching concerning
the Ho 1y Spirit is ignored on one hand and abused
on the other. What does the Bible teach about
the Holy Spirit, and how can He assist us?
I.

The Holy Spirit is a person and He is
God.
A.

The Holy Spirit is a person.
We tend to think of the Holy
Spirit as a power or influence, a
misty cloud, or something nebulous.
But the New Testament clearly re
veals that the Holy Spirit is a
person. It uses the persona 1 pro
noun 11 he 11 to refer to Him (cf. John
16:7,8, 13-15). This is particular
ly remarkable in that the Greek
word for 11 sp i r i t 11 is neuter. We
would expect a neuter pronoun. Yet
contrary to ordinary usage, a mas
culine pronoun is used. This is
not a pictorial personification,
but a plain pointed statement
asserting the personality of the
Ho 1y Sp i r it.
Attributes of personality are
also attributed to Him. He has in
telligence (I Cor~ 2:10-11), emotion
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popular expression 11 born again" refers
to the same thing.

(Eph. 4:30), and will (I Cor. 12:11).
Furthermore, the actions of a person
are attributed to Him. For example,
in Acts 13:2-4, He communicates calls
and commissions. More could be added.
Names and titles used of Him imply
personality, but suffice it to say
that the Holy Spirit is a person.
B.

The Holy Spirit is God.
In many ways the New Testament
indicates that the Holy Spirit is not
only a person, He is God. In Acts 5:
3-4, He is called God. In Matthew
28:19, He is listed with God the
Father and God the Son clearly indi
cating His equality with them. Fur
thermore, He has the attributes of
deity: omniscience (I Cor. 2:10-11),
omnipotence (Gen. 1:2), omnipresence
(Ps. 139:7-10), holiness (Acts 5:3).
His activity proves His deity as well.
He was involved in creation (Gen. 1:2),
in begetting Christ (Luke 1:35), re
generation (John 3:5-6), sanctifica
tion (II Thess. 2:13). As God, He is
coexistent, coequal and coeternal with
the Father and with the Son.

II.

The Bible teaches that we were
all born dead (Eph. 2:1). When we
hear the gospel and trust in Jesus
Christ, we are born again. At that
point, the Holy Spirit imparts a new
spiritual life to us (II Pet. 1:23-25).
B.

When the Holy Spirit regenerates
us He also enters us and takes up
'
residence
in our life. You, as a
Christian, are personally the home and
temple of the Holy Spirit.
C.

The sealing work of the Holy
Spirit indicates and illustrates
several things. It is security, 1 ike
a seal. It indicates protection, 1 ike
the seal of a branding iron. It is
also a promise, like an engagement
ring.

The Holy Spirit regenerates (Tit. 3:5).
The Holy Spirit does many things
in relationship to the universe and
humanity as a whole. This 1 ist briefly
discusses what He does to believers.
First, He regenerates (Tit. 3:5). The
theological definition of 11 regenera
tion11 is 11 to impart new life. 11 The
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The Holy Spirit seals us (Eph. 1:13).
When we trust in Christ, the Holy
Spirit seals us (Eph. 1:13). This
sealing is permanent. It lasts until
the day when Christ redeems our bodies
and takes us to be with Himself (Eph.
4: 30) •

The Holy Spirit indwells and empowers.
A.

The Holy Spirit indwells us (I Cor.
3: 16).

D.

The Holy Spirit baptizes us into the
body of Christ (I Cor. 12:13).
I Cor. 12: 13 says, 11 For by one
Spirit are we all baptized into one
body." The word 11 by 11 can either be
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translated "in," "by, 11 or "with." If
this Greek word is translated as 11 in 11
or "with," then Christ does it. If
the correct translation is 11 by, 11 then
the Holy Spirit does it. The problem
is that the Gospels make it sound 1 ike
Christ does it (cf. Matt. 3:11). But
this verse makes it sound like the
Holy Spirit does the baptizing. Just
who does this baptizing work? The
answer is both. Christ does it by
means of the Holy Spirit. It would be
like saying that a man killed someone
with, or by, a sword. The man did it,
and yet the sword did it. In a simi
lar fashion, Christ baptizes us into
the body, and yet He does it by means
of the Holy Spirit.
E.

enables us. In other words, if you are a Christ
ian, God, in the person of the Holy Spirit, 1 ives
inside of you and enables you to obey His \ford.
It is life (regeneration) with a power assist.
To put it very simply, we have God's presence and
His power.

The Holy Spirit enables us (Gal. 5: 16).
According to Galatians 5:16, if
we walk in the Spirit we wil 1 not ful
fil 1 the lusts of the flesh. The word
"in" 1 iteral ly means "by means of • 11
This implies dependence on the Holy
Spirit. He gives us the ability to do
what the Word of God says. Yet at the
same time, the verse says we must walk.
That obviously takes effort. We don't
sit in the Spirit, we have to do some
thing. As we put forth effort and at
the same time depend upon the Holy
Spirit, we have the power to do what
the Word of God says.

Conclusion:
The Holy Spirit is a person in the Godhead
who regenerates, indwells, seals, baptizes and
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IS THE BIBLE GOD'S WORD?

B.

Who is the author of the Bible? One view
is that it is entirely the product of men.
Others contend that God somehow had His hand
on the hand that held the pen that wrote this
book. Well, is the Bible of men, or is it of
God?

Paul claimed that he was writing
Scripture (I Cor. 14:37}. So did
John (Rev. 1:10,11,19}, and Peter
(II Pet. 3:1,2}. Other writers within
the New Testament recognized the in
spired writings of other authors. In
I I Peter 3:15,16, Peter acknowledged
that Paul wrote Scripture. By quo
ting Luke and calling it Scripture,
Paul is recogn1z1ng that Luke wrote
part of the Word of God (cf. I Tim.
5: 18}.

If you say it is of God, what do you mean
by that? How do you know?
I.

The Bible claims to be inspired.
A.

The Old Testament claims to be the
the inspired Word of God.

C.

The Bible claims to be God's
Word. Some argue that just because
the Bible claims it does not make
it valid. That is obvious, and yet
we need to start here. In court, a
person standing on trial has the
right to engage in self testimony.
Granted, the testimony may not be
true, but if he refused to testify,
I would personally get skeptical.
So let's consider what the Bible
claims for itself.
Moses claimed that God spoke
to him and told him to write (Ex.
17 : 14}. Joshua had the same exper
ience (Josh. 1:7-8}. The prophets
made similar claims (cf. Isa. 1:1;
Jere. 1,4,11,etc.; Ezek. 1:1,3;
Hos. 1: 1; Joel 1: 1; Amos 1 :3, Obad.
1 ; Jonah 1 : 1; Micah 1: 1 ; Nahum 1: 1 ;
Hab. 1:1; Zeph. 1:1; Hag. 1:1;
Zech 1 : 1 ; Ma 1 • 1 : 1} .
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The New Testament claims to be the
Word of God.

God's work with human authors.
The Bible teaches that God es
tablished His Word in heaven (Ps.
119:89}. He then prepared human
authors (e.g., cf. I sa.49: 1-5; Jere.
1: 4-9; Gal. 1: 15, 16}. In their adult
1 ife, He moved these prepared men to
write (II Pet. 1:16-21}, and as they
did, He breathed through them His
Word. (The word 11 inspiration 11 in
I I Ti m. 3 : 16 1 i t era 11 y means 11 Godb rea th ed. 11 }

II.

God superintended human authors so that
using their personalities, they recorded
His Word without error.
A.

Supernatural inspiration.
The definition of 11 inspiration, 11
stated above (cf. 11 11 11 } , states that
God superintended human authors.
That is, inspiration is something
that God did. It was divine and
-37-

supernatural. The term, "inspired of
God," in II Tim. 3:16 1 iteral ly means
God-breathed. But someone might ask,
•~eren't Bach, Beethovan and Brahms
inspired?" "Were not Homer, Shake
speare and Tennyson inspired authors?"
The answer is that these men were ob
viously gifted and talented composers
and autMors, but theirs was a natural
inspiration. The inspiration in the
Bible was a supernatural inspiration.
I I Timothy 3:16 does not say the men
were inspired by God, but that the
Scriptures were inspired by God. The
issue is not that the men of the Bible
were inspired authors. It is that the
writings of Scripture were inspired.
B.

country preacher. His writings have
the smell of a new-plowed furrough of
dirt and soil. The highly educated
Paul used fifty cent words, while the
unschooled John used nickel words. We
must conclude, therefore, ·that while
God gave His Word through men, He
also communicated it through language
such as they themselves would have
naturally chosen.
C.

There is a theory of inspiration
called concept inspiration. This
hypothesis claims that only the con
cepts or thoughts were given by in
spiration. God imparted the ideas,
but left the human authors free to
express them in their own language.
The problem with this view is that it
forgets that you cannot have a
thought apart from words, and it
ignores the immeasurable importance
of words in any message.

Dynamic inspiration.
God superintended human authors
using their personalities .... The
word "moved" in II Peter 1:12 means
"to bear, or carry along." This is a
dynamic inspiration.
let me put it 1 ike this. There
is a mechanical view of inspiration
which says that as God dictated men
wrote. The men were like secretar
ies, then, taking dictation. (God
did indeed dictate part of the
Bible, cf. the Ten Commandments.)
The problem with the dictation view is
the obvious differences of style in the
Bible. The Bible clearly contains the
identities, individualities and idio
syncracies of the human authors.
Isaiah, for example, was a brilliant
court preacher who spoke in highflown glorious phrases. Amos was a
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Verbal inspiration.
The definition says, " ... they
recorded His Word. 11 The Holy Spirit
directed the authors down to the
choice of words (cf. I Cor. 2: 12-13;
Ex. 20:1; John 6:63;17:8).

D.

Plenary inspiration.
The phrase, "His Word," in our
definition, implies and includes al 1
the words of the Bible. Some want
to believe in a partial inspiration.
To them, some of the Bible is in
spired and some is not. Many have
wanted to reject Esther. Even Mar
tin Luther refused the book of James.
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Today, this theory is expressed by the
sentence, "The Bible contains the Word
of God. 11 The problem with this view
is that it makes human wisdom the test,
and judges and measures what is in
spired and what is not. The Bible
teaches that all Scripture is given by
inspiration.
I I I.

That is, God supernaturally, yet dynamically
and verbally, wrote His Word through men. Au
thorship determines authority.

There is objective and subjective evidence
that the Bible is the Word of God.
A.

Objective.
We know that the Bible is the Word
of God because of fulfilled prophecy.
The Bible contains many predictions
that later were fulfilled. For example,
in Isaiah 13, Isaiah foretold the des
truction of the Babylonians by the
Medes. When he prophesied this, the
Medes were not even a nation yet.

B.

Subjective.
Those who know the Lord claim that
the Bible is the Word of God because
it has spoken to them. If it has not
spoken to you, you will have a hard
time accepting this. I would have an
impossible time trying to explain it
to you. It would be 1 ike trying to
tell you what an orange tastes 1 ike
if you'd never tasted an orange. On
the other hand, if you have tasted the
good Word of God, you know indeed it
is the Word of God.

Conclusion:
The Bible claims to be the Word of God.

-40-

-41-

teaching of the Bible about its own in
spiration.11 Even liberal professors have
been forced to agree that the writers of
Scripture believed in Biblical infallibil
ity.

IS THE BIBLE WITHOUT ERROR?
Is the Bible inerrant, that is, without
error? Many non-Christians say, 11 No. 11 To them,
the content of the Bible contains errors, blun
ders, contradictions and inaccuracies.
You would think that Christians would say,
Yes, the Bible is without error, 11 but lo and
behold, some Christians are saying that the
Bible contains bloopers and blunders. They say
that when the Bible speaks about faith it is
without error, but when it speaks about science
or history it has mistakes.
11

Well, is the Bible inerrant, or is it
errant? If it is without error, then it is
reliable and you can trust it. If it has
errors, then it just may be unreliable.
I.

Inspiration implies inerrancy.
Let me begin by saying that there is
no verse in the Bible that says--in so
many words--that there are no errors of
any kind in this book. What it does say
is that God had a hand in the writing of
this book in such a way that it was the
written Word of God (cf. II Tim. 3:16;
I I Pet. 1:21; Matt. 4:4; etc.).
The implication of inspiration is
inerrancy. Since God is perfect and pure,
and cannot lie, He wrote a book that is
true. It contains no errors of any kind.
Many men have agreed with that conclu
sion. Everett Harrison said, 11 lnerrancy
is not a formally stated claim made by
the Scriptures on their own behalf. It
is rather an inference that devout stu
dents of the Word have made from the
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I I.

The Bible has been proven historically
accurate many times.
A.

In the Old Testament.
In many cases we have been able
to verify from extra-Biblical sources
that the Old Testament is historically
accurate. For example, a hundred
years ago critics were dubious about
the historicity of the Biblical
account of Abraham. They thought
that he was an ignorant, primitive
nomad. According to them, he was
unable to read and had very little
knowledge of law, history, commerce
or geography. The discoveries of
C. Leonard Wolley, in his excavations
of Ur of the Chaldees, have shown
that these critics were clearly
wrong. We now know that the Ur of
Abraham's time was a highly developed
city. Archeologists have unearthed
advanced housing and many clay tab
lets. From these clay tablets we
have discovered mathematical tables
with formulas for calculating square
roots. In the words of one archeolo
gist it "became clear that Abraham
was the product of a brilliant and
highly developed culture and that it
must have meant a good deal to him
to leave by faith for unknown lands. 11
Many other illustrations could
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tradition." Sir Fredric Kenyon, a
former director of the British Museum
writes, 11 lt is therefore legitimate to
say that in respect of that part of
the Old Testament, against which the
disintegrating criticism of the last
half of the nineteenth century, was
chiefly directed, the evidence of
archeology has been to reestablish its
authority and 1 ikewise to augment its
value by rendering it more intell igi
ble through a fuller knowledge of its
background and setting. Archeology
has not yet said its last word, but
the results already achieved confirm
what faith suggests, that the Bible
can do nothing but gain from an
increase in knowledge."

be given, but the point is simply this.
In many cases, the Old Testament has
been proven historically accurate.
B.

In the New Testament.
Likewise, in many cases the New
Testament record has been vindicated
as historically accurate. One critic
said that the New Testament was his
torically inaccurate because it called
the head of some Roman provinces,
"governors" and others "proconsu 1s • 11
Being the same office, it was felt
they should have the same title.
But archeologists have discovered
that there were two kinds of Roman
provinces. In the peaceful provinces,
where there was no risk of uprising,
the head of state was appointed by the
Senate and called a "governor." In
other provinces, where there was tur
moil and trouble, and where troops
might have been dispatched, the head
of state was appointed by the emperor.
He was called a 11 proconsul. 11 We now
know from extra-Biblical sources, that
the New Testament is meticulously
accurate in its designation of the
heads of the Roman provinces.

C.

Archeologists agree that the Bible is
historically accurate.
Archeologists have been forced to
agree that the Bible is historically
accurate. Dr. F.W. Albright, Profes
sor Emeritus at John Hopkins Univer
sity says, "There can be no doubt that
archeology has confirmed the substan
tial historicity of the Old Testament
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I I I.

The Bible was scientifically ahead of its
time.
A.

Some preliminary considerations.
The Bible is not a textbook on
science in the sense of giving de
tailed technical descriptions and
mathematical formulations of natural
phenomena. The Bible is a textbook
on spiritual matters. It was written
that we might believe that Jesus is
the Christ (John 20:31), that we
might be godly (I I Tim. 3:16), and
do good works (I I Tim. 3:17). Car
dinal Baronius (1538-1607) said, 11 The
Holy Spirit intended to teach us in
the Bible how to go to heaven, not
how the heavens go. 11
Granted, the Bible is not a text
book on science, yet this is no
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reason for questioning the accuracy of
the passages that do deal with natural
phenomenon. Consider the fol lowing.
B.

The Bible does not contain the science
of its time.
Acts 7:22 says that Moses learned
in al 1 the science of the Egyptians.
He certainly knew the latest scientific
fads and was abreast of al 1 the latest
scientific discoveries of his day. Yet
the Bible does not contain the science
of the Egyptians.
Archeologists have dug up and put
together the things that Moses studied.
We know from what they have found that
the Egyptian scientists of Moses' day
believed that the earth was hatched
out of a great cosmic egg, an egg that
had wings and was flying around through
space. According to the latest Egyp
tian scientific facts, as this enormous
winged egg flew around the process of
mitosis was completed and out hatched
the world. That was the latest sci
entific theory in Moses' day. Yet this
did not find its way into the Bible.
The Bible does not contain the science
of its time. Many other illustrations
could be given.

C.

The Bible was scientifically ahead of
its time.
Leviticus 11:29-36 stresses the
need for pure water. Yet it was only
about fifty years ago that it became
recognized that typhoid fever in this
country, cholera in India, as wel 1 as
many other diseases, were spread prin-
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ciply by polluted water.
Quarantene was established in
Israel as one of the basic rules of
health (see Lev. 13:46).
God instructed the people in the
Bible to circumcize male babies on the
eighth day. A friend of mine, who is
a doctor, said that that is simply
incredible. Modern medical science
now knows that clotting properties of
the blood are at their highest level
on the eighth day of a person's life
than at any other time in his life.
Conclusion:
In 1 ight of what the Bible claims, and
especially when I consider its proven accuracy,
I choose to trust it.
That does not mean that there are no prob
lems. There are. But many of those problems
are simply disagreements between Scripture and
some scientific theory. What must be kept
uppermost in mind is, there are no proven
historic or scientific errors in the Bible.
There are some seemingly conflicting state
ments. As archeologists dig deeper we will no
doubt learn more and more and see fewer and
fewer problems.
Personally, I choose to believe the book.
When problems arise, I wait for more informa
tion rather than jump to the conclusion that
the Bible is inaccurate. And why shouldn't 17
God's book has been challenged and proven right
over and over again. But the books of scien
tists, historians and theologians have to be
rewritten and revised every few years. So when
God's book and man's books conflict, I will
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choose God's book every time.
Do you believe the Bible is reliable? Great.
So do I. Now the question is, Are you relying
on it?

HOW TO UNDERSTAND THE WHOLE BIBLE
When as a teenager I became a Christian, I
did not understand anything about the Bible at
all. I did not know Genesis was the first book
and Revelation was the last. I did not know
John 3:16. As a matter of fact, when I saw
John 3:16 in print I wondered why they put a
colon between the 11 311 and the 11 16. 11 I was so
ignorant of the Bible that when someone said to
me 110ld Testament" and "New Testament" I thought
the New Testament was written in the 20th cen
tury and the Old Testament was written in the
first century. When I first found out that the
1 ife of Christ was in the New Testament, I was
shocked. In short, I knew absolutely nothing
about the Bible.
Then the man who led me to Christ explained
something to me that enabled me to understand
the whole Bible at one time. What he did was
simple, short and sufficient to explain many,
many things in the Scriptures.
In a word, what has helped me understand
the whole Bible is dispensationalism. The
Greek word simply means 11 administration. 11 It
canes from a Greek word which means 11 to manage
a house or estate. 11 The idea is that, like an
administrator of a household, God has adminis
tered His program on the earth. As one looks
at the Bible, He quickly discovers that God has
changed His program from time to time. These
administrations or programs are called •~ispen
sations.11 Colossians 1:25,26 refers to the
former dispensations. On the other hand, Paul
talks of the 11 dispensation of the grace of God 11
which seems to be the present time (cf. Eph.
2:3). A future time seems to be referred to in
Ephesians 1 :10, where Paul talks about the dis-
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pensation of the fullness of time. In other
words, God has administered His program on the
earth and it has changed.

from God. By the way, man manifested
his sinfulness again. Cain killed
Abel and from there it was downhill
until things got so bad God brought the
judgment of the Flood. He then insti
tuted human government (cf. Gen. 9:6).
A killer was to be killed.

How many of these dispensations are there?
As we have just seen, there are at least three.
Most dispensational ists have taught that there
are seven: innocence, conscience, human govern
ment, promise, law, grace and the Kingdom.
personally do not disagree with that. However,
some of these are obviously short and minor, and
others are longer and major. So for simplicity
sake, I would 1 ike to suggest that the seven
can be summarized in four.
I.

In short, this dispensation in
cludes innocence, conscience and human
government.
Two observations need to be made.
In the first place, dispensationalists
help us to understand the Scriptures.
For example, Cain killed Abel, but he
was not killed because God had not yet
revealed that a killer was to be pun
ished by his own death. He was in
another dispensation. However, later,
God revealed that truth and from that
point on, capital punishment was to
be enforced. The second thing that we
can learn is that the first responsi
bility of government was capital
punishment!

The dispensation of the Gentiles.
Genesis 1-11
A.

With whom did God deal?
During this dispensation God
dealt with the Gentiles. He did not
deal with one nation or one group;
He dealt with everybody. Obviously,
He had to deal with individuals, but
those individuals were not from any
one nation.

8.

What was the program?
In the garden, God's program
was basically for man to be fruitful
(Gen. 1:28), subdue the earth (Gen.
1:28), care for the garden (Gen.
2:15), and not to eat of one parti
cular tree (Gen. 2:17). Adam failed
and fell.
After the garden experience, man
was told to till the ground. There
was no code or law, just his con
science and a limited revelation
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I I.

The dispensation of the Jews.
through Revelation
A.

Genesis 12

Who was involved in this dispensation?
During this dispensation, God
dealt with the Jews. That does not
mean that He dealt with them exclu
sively, but it does mean that He dealt
with them primarily. They were to be
His witness to the world. However,
God did deal with Gentiles. Remember
Ruth, the Queen of Sheba and Ninevah?
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B.

with Jews and Gentiles, that is, as
individuals who trust in Christ. In
other words, God is dealing with the
church.

What was the program?
God's program during this dis
pensation can be summed up in two
words: promise and law. God gave
Abraham a promise that He would make
his descendants a great nation and
bless others through him (Gen. 12).
Abraham believed God and it was ac
counted to him for righteousness
(Gen. 15:6). This promise is still
in effect (cf. Gal. 3:16-17).

B.

God's program today, and mah's
responsibility, is grace. God ended
the legal system. He now deals with
us by grace. We are saved by grace
(Eph. 2:8), we grow in grace (I I Pet.
3:18), and we serve by grace (Tit.

Years later, God gave the law to
Moses. That legal system was added
to the promise until Christ should
come (Gal. 3:19; John 1 :17). The law
consisted of commandments, judgments
and ordinances. He included the tab
ernacle with its sacrifices, the
feasts with their ceremonies and the
judgments with their 1 imitations.
That legal system has ended
(Gal. 3:19). So today we do not sac
rifice lambs, we do not live by the
Old Testament regulations and limita
tions, and we do not worship on
Saturday (Gal. 4:9-10).
I I I.

The dispensation of the church.
through Revelation 3
A.

Acts

Who is involved in this dispensation?
During this dispensation, God
dea 1s wi th the church. In a sense,
He has ceased dealing with the Jews-
at least temporarily, that is, as a
nation. (He wi 11 deal with them again
in the future. Cf. Rom. 11). Yet,
in another sense God is now dealing
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What was the program?

2:11-12).
We are under grace, not under
law. But that does not mean that we
are lawless. To be more accurate, we
are not under the law of Moses. We
are under the 1aw of Christ. It just
so happens that some items under each
law are are the same. For example,
"Thou shalt not murder."
IV.

The dispensation of Christ.

Revelation

20
A.

Who is involved in this dispensation?
Between grace and the Kingdom, a
number of things will happen: the
rapture, the tribulation and the
second coming of Christ. (I will deal
with those subjects when we get to the
doctrine of prophecy.) During the
Kingdom, that is, the thousand year
reign of Christ on the earth, God will
deal with people, of course, but
through Christ.
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B.

What was the program?
God's program during this dispen
sation can be sunvned up in one phrase:
Obey the King who will rule with a rod
of iron (cf. Rev. 19:15).

Conclusion:
God has administered His program do.-1n
through the ages and it has changed. In order
to understand the Bible, you need to understand
that God's program has changed and progressed.
Dispensationalism does not teach two ways
of salvation. God's program has changed, but
His plan of salvation has not. It has always
been salvation by grace through faith (cf. Rom.
4:1-6, where Abraham and David were both saved
by grace through faith).
The plan of salvation has always been the
same. The program after salvation has changed.
Dr. Chafer, the founder of Dallas Seminary used
to say, "If you do not take a lamb to the tab
ernacle on Saturday, you are a dispensationali st." So when you read your Bib 1e, p 1ease,
please recognize that God's program has changed.
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A DIVINE DATE
A seminary professor advises his students
and any serious Christian to make an appoint
ment with God just as they do with people. He
suggests, "If your first appointment in the
daily calendar is for 8:30 a.m., then write in
an appointment with God at 8:00 a.m. Postpone
ments are al lowed, but not cancellations." He
claims the practice changed his life.
Thousands of Christians have given a simi
lar testimony. The idea has various tags and
titles: "Daily devotions," "Quiet Times," or
just "Q.T." I ca 11 it a "Divine Date," that is ,
a date with the lord. The following is a
practical suggestion of how to go about
spending time with the lord.
Technically, the Bible does not say, "Have
devotions every day," much less tel 1 us how.
However, it does indicate that spiritual men
spent time with the lord. Usually, it does
not tell us what they did, but just that they
did. There is one case, however, where we are
told what happened.
Exodus 34:1-9 describes how Moses spent
time with the lord. Before we look at that
passage in detail, notice two things: (1) he
had a prearranged time. Verse 2 says, "He met
the lord in the morning." In my opinion, this
can be done anytime, but at the same time, I
think the best ti me is in the morning. I am
impressed with how often the Bible says men met
God in the morning (cf. Gen. 19:27; Job 1 :5;
Ps. 5:3; Ezek. 12:8; Mark 1:35); (2) he had a
place. Verse 2 also says he met God "in the
mount." Verse 3 goes on to explain that this
is a private place.
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I.

Pray.
A.

Exodus 34:2

for us, this amounts to reading the
Word. Without going into a great deal
of detail, let me make a few simple
suggestions about Bible reading.

Give thanks.
Exodus 34:2 says that Moses
presented himself to the Lord. The
Hebrew word "present" literally means
" to take one's stand, or station,"
that is, to station yourself there
and await my coming down. We, of
course, do not do this literally and
exactly, but in principle we do need
to present ourselves to the Lord. I
would suggest that we do this by
praying. But what do we pray?
First, we need to give thanks.
Almost all the prayers in the Bible
begin with praise. If you can't
think of anything else to praise the
Lord for, thank Him everyday for
your salvation (Luke 10:20). The
second thing we need to do is con
fess our sins (I John 1:9). Actually,
sins should be confessed 1 ike they
are committed, one at a time. How
ever, we forget, and when we come
before the Lord we remember. In
those cases, we are to confess any
unconfessed sin. Thirdly, we are to
ask for enlightenment (Ps. 119:18).

I I.

Read.
A.

First, pick a book of the Bible
to read. Stay with it until you have
read it all the way through. That is,
don't jump around all over the Bible.
As a general rule, I would suggest
that if you are new in the Lord you
start in the New Testament. If you
are old in the Lord, start in the Old
Testament and read through the Bible
once a year. But wherever you start,
pick one book and stay with it until
you have read it all the way through.
B.

If Bible reading is new to you,
start by reading one chapter a day.
You can add more later. As a matter
of fact, if you read three chapters
a day and four on Sunday, you can
read the whole Bible in a year. Or,
if you read one chapter of Proverbs
a day you can read that book in a
month. The same is true of the
Psalms, provided you read three chap
ters every day. Be systematic. Read
at least one chapter per day.

Exodus 34:5-7

Pick a book of the Bible to read.
In Exodus 34, Moses presented
himself to the Lord, and then the
Lord proclaimed Himself to Moses.
Of course, the Lord does not do this
today (Heb. 1:1,2), but He does com
municate to us through His Word. So
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Read at least one chapter a day.

C.

Look for something specific.
As you read, look for a sin to
confess, a command to obey, a prom
ise to claim, a quality to add, a
concept to remember, or an attribute
to contemplate. Not every one of
these is in every chapter. This is
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a suggested list to give you a place
to start.
I II.

Pray.

Exodus 34:9

After the Lord proclaimed Himself to
Moses, Moses prayed. But this time he did
not pray for himself, he prayed for
others (cf. Ex. 34:9).
Do you have a prayer list? One of
the problems is that a prayer list gets
to be like a grocery list--long. Many
get frustrated and give up. Here 1 s an
idea that might be helpful. Divide your
prayer 1 ist into seven parts. On Sunday,
pray for the services at your church. On
Monday, intercede for missionaries. On
Tuesday, talk to God about the task in
your own life. On Wednesday, converse
with God about things at your work. On
Thursday, use your prayer time for thanks
g1v1ng. On Friday, pray for the family.
On Saturday, put sinners who need to be
saved before the Lord.

Those who are not having devotions will
say, 11 1 don't have the time. 11 This is not a
matter of having time. If you must, make time.
The key is to get up in the morning. The key
to getting up in the morning is going to bed
at night. If our holiness took preference over
our happiness, we would be as interested in
spending time with God in the morning as we are
in spending time with our family and friends
(and T.V.) at night.

Conclusion:
The point is that you need to spend time
Lord. You need a prearranged time and a place.
Then, you need to pray--read--pray again.
Those who are having devotions need to
beware of the pitfalls of pride. The danger of
devotions is to think, 11 1 have devotions and,
therefore, I am spiritual . 11 The act of going
through the motions of devotions does not make
you spiritual. Obedience to the Word does.
Daily devotions are no substitute for daily
devotion.
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THE BIBLICAL VIEW OF YOU

B.

Many people have mistakenly
assumed that the image of God in man
is body, soul and spirit. The Bible
does not teach that. Mormonism does.
The phrase, "the image of God, 11 does
not include body. In the first
place, God is spirit (John 4:24), and
a spirit does not have flesh and bone
(Luke 24:39). God is invisible (Col.
1:15). In the second place, God for
bade images for the simple reason that
there was nothing on the earth that
could resemble Him (Deut. 4:14-19).
Furthermore, as we have already seen
in this doctrinal series, the refer
ences to God's eye and ear, His hand
and heart, are anthropormorphisms,
that is, a characteristic of man
ascribed to God. In other words,
those references to God are not an
exposition or explanation of Genesis 1:26. Besides, animals have
bodies and they are not made in the
image of God.

What is man? The answer goes from one
extreme to another with many shades in between.
Some have a mechanical view of man. To them,
man reacts to events in his environment as a
typewriter reacts to fingers pounding on the
keys (behaviorism). Others have a biological
view. Man is primarily a complex biological
animal. Yet, man is different. Animals are
tool users, whereas man is a tool maker.
One end of the spectrum says that man is
basically bad (Sigmund Freud). The other end
says that man is good (Carl Rogers). Then
there are those in between. B.F. Skinner
really contends that man is neither good or
bad. Man, according to Skinner, is a complex
mass of responses. He is a totally controlled
being. The existentialists don't know if man
is bad (Freud) or good (Rogers) or both or
neither (Skinner). Man is a logical absurdity.
What is man?
I.

Dignity:
of God.
A.

Man was created in the image

Man was created in the image of God.
First, the Bible says that God
created man in His own image (Gen.
1:16). God made man, not after His
plan, but according to the pattern
of His own person. As a coin bears
the image of the dye, so man bears
the resemblance of God. The ques
tion is, What is the likeness?
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"Image" does not mean physical
l i keness.

C.

Image includes holiness.
What does the Bible mean when it
says man was made in the image of
God? Many suggestions have been made.
One of the most common suggestions is
that holiness is somehow involved.
That is, God is holy and man was made
in the image of God. Therefore, man
in the garden, before the Fall, was
holy. There seems to be some support
of this view in Ephesians 4:24. After
salvation, our new man is created
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the image of God, Who created him.

after God in righteousness and true
holiness. Of course, there is a
difference between the holiness we
now have and the holiness which Adam
had. Adam 1 s holiness was unconfirmed
holiness, whereas our holiness is
confirmed holiness.
Whether or not that verse abso
lutely proves this point or not, this
much is certain, that before the Fall
Adam had fellowship with God (the
animals did not). Adam was a spiri
tual being with spiritual capacities.
But, even so, this does not explain
everything. After the Fall, man
retained the image of God (Gen. 9:6;
11 Car. 11 :7). But after the Fal 1,
man was not holy; therefore, just to
say the image of God and man is hol i
ness does not tell the whole story.
D.

Image includes personality.
I, personally, have been driven
to the conclusion that the image of
God involves personhood. God is a
person, a being with mind, emotions
and will. So I assume that man, being
created in His image, had intellectual
power, natural affection and moral
freedom. He at least had sufficient
intelligence to give names to all the
animals. Adam could also think and
reason. He could attach words to
ideas. Man did not lose these capac i ti es in the Fa 11 .
Colossians 3:10 seems to support
this view. After salvation, our new
man is created with knowledge after
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By the way, the Scripture argues
that since man is created in the image
of God, we should not be guilty of
murder {Gen. 9:6), or slander (Jam.
3:9). We are not to destroy man with
a gun or with gossip.
II.

Depravity: Man is sinful, i.e., there is
nothing in him to commend him to God.
A.

Man is sinful: he has lost his hol i
ness, and is therefore unacceptable.
The Bible teaches a second thing
about man: he is sinful. He is
depraved. Now, what does that mean?
How depraved is depraved? The liber
als would say that man is not depraved
at all. He is made in the image of
God and is therefore good. Others
believe in partial depravity. Accor
ding to this view, man is half well
and half sick. If he would just
cooperate with God he would be right
eous.
I believe the Bible teaches total
depravity. That does not mean man is
totally evil in that he can do no
good. He can. But God does not
accept his goodness. Nor does it mean
that he has committed every sin, few
have. It means two things: (1) man
has lost his holiness in the Fal 1.
He is now unholy, unrighteous and
ungodly (cf. Rom. 5:12-19; 3:10,23);
(2) man is sinful. Every part of man
has been affected by the Fall. He
has a darkened mind (I I Car. 4:4),

-63-

degraded emotions (Jere. 17:9) and a
d i so bed i en t wi 11 (Rom. 3: 11 ; I sa .
53:6).
Thus, man is spiritually dead
(Eph. 2:1). He cannot understand the
Word of God (I Cor. 2:14) and he can
not respond to God (John 6:44).
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